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ABSTRACT

This manuscript examines creative writing instruction within multilingual digital environments,
focusing on how digital platforms can facilitate and enhance the creative writing skills of learners who
use multiple languages. An online survey of 100 participants—comprising secondary and tertiary-level
learners—was conducted to explore perceptions of digital creative writing tools, the challenges faced,
and the pedagogical strategies that prove most effective. Drawing upon constructivist and sociocultural
theories, the literature review synthesizes research on multilingual creativity, digital literacies, and
instructional design. The methodology section details a mixed-methods approach combining
quantitative survey analysis with qualitative open-ended responses. Results indicate that customizable
digital interfaces, peer review features, and scaffolded prompts significantly support creative

expression across languages.

Beyond these core findings, the study highlights how interactive affordances such as real-time comment
threads, multimedia embedding, and adaptive grammar suggestions collectively foster richer narrative
constructs and stylistic experimentation. Participants reported increased motivation and confidence
when platforms allowed frictionless code-switching and offered instant visual feedback, suggesting that
affective factors are deeply intertwined with linguistic invention. Furthermore, the research uncovers
emergent patterns of peer mentorship: learners not only receive corrective feedback but also
co-construct metaphoric and thematic elements, demonstrating that collaborative digital spaces can
serve both cognitive and social functions. The abstract concludes by situating these insights within
broader educational and technological landscapes, arguing that well-designed multilingual writing
environments have the power to bridge cultural divides, democratize access to creative practices, and
prepare students for the communication demands of globalized digital societies. The conclusion of the
full manuscript offers targeted recommendations for educators, curriculum designers, and software
developers, emphasizing the importance of intentional tool selection, inclusive design principles, and

ongoing professional development to fully realize the pedagogical promise of these environments.
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INTRODUCTION

The teaching of creative writing has undergone a dramatic transformation in the digital age, particularly for
learners who engage with multiple languages. Traditional pedagogies, often confined to paper-and-pencil
activities and monolingual classrooms, struggle to address the nuanced demands of multilingual learners.
Digital environments—ranging from collaborative writing platforms to Al-driven authoring tools—offer new
affordances for creative exploration, linguistic experimentation, and interactive feedback. They provide
scaffolding that can adapt to individual proficiency levels, thus supporting learners in negotiating between

languages and expressive modes.

This study investigates how creative writing instruction can be optimally designed for multilingual digital

contexts. It addresses the following research questions:
e What digital tools and features do multilingual learners find most supportive for creative writing?

o Which pedagogical strategies within digital environments foster creative risk-taking and language

play?
e What challenges do learners encounter when writing creatively across languages online?
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By surveying 100 multilingual learners, this research contributes empirical insights to the fields of digital
literacies, second language acquisition, and creative pedagogy, ultimately guiding educators in crafting

effective multilingual writing curricula.
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Fig.2 Learner Engagement, Source:2

LITERATURE REVIEW

Theoretical Foundations

Constructivist learning theory posits that knowledge is actively constructed by learners as they interact with
their environments (Piaget, 1972). In multilingual contexts, learners draw on prior linguistic resources to make
meaning, negotiating between languages in a process often termed translanguaging (Garcia & Wei, 2014).
Sociocultural theory further emphasises the role of social interaction and mediated tools in cognitive
development (Vygotsky, 1978). Digital writing platforms act as mediational means, enabling collaborative

authorship, peer scaffolding, and immediate feedback.
Multilingual Creativity

Research indicates that multilingualism can enhance creative thinking, as learners draw upon diverse linguistic
repertoires to generate novel ideas (Kharkhurin, 2010). Studies by Saenkhum (2017) demonstrate that
translanguaging practices in writing workshops lead to richer metaphors and more experimental genre
blending. However, effective instruction must balance open-ended creativity with appropriate scaffolds to

prevent cognitive overload (Kern, 2000).

Digital Literacies and Writing Platforms
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Digital literacies encompass the skills needed to navigate, evaluate, and produce information in digital formats
(Ng, 2012). Authoring tools such as Google Docs, Wattpad, and Al-based writing assistants provide
affordances for version control, multimodal integration, and grammar support. Empirical research by Andrade
and Evans (2013) suggests that peer review features in Google Docs foster learner autonomy and reflective
writing practices. Meanwhile, generative Al tools (e.g., GPT-based prompts) offer personalised scaffolding

but raise concerns about dependence and academic integrity.
Pedagogical Strategies

Effective multilingual writing pedagogy integrates translanguaging spaces, genre-based instruction, and
process approaches. Genre-based instruction helps learners understand and replicate the conventions of
creative texts (Hyland, 2004), while process approaches emphasise drafting and revision cycles (Flower &
Hayes, 1981). Digital environments can host scaffolded writing templates, multilingual dictionaries, and
interactive genre exemplars. Recent work highlights the importance of culturally responsive prompts that

resonate with learners’ linguistic backgrounds.
Survey of 100 Multilingual Learners

An online survey was distributed via university mailing lists and social media groups targeting learners aged

17-25 who self-identified as multilingual writers. The survey comprised:
o Demographics: Age, first language(s), additional language(s), prior creative writing experience.

o Digital Tool Usage: Frequency of use and perceived usefulness of platforms (e.g., Google Docs,

Wattpad, online forums).

o Pedagogical Features: Ratings (Likert scale 1-5) on features such as peer review, prompts, translation

aids, and multimedia integration.

o Challenges: Open-ended items soliciting descriptions of obstacles in multilingual creative writing

online.

Completion time averaged 12 minutes, and responses were anonymised for analysis.
METHODOLOGY

A mixed-methods design combined quantitative analysis of closed-ended items with thematic analysis of
open-ended responses. Quantitative data were analysed using descriptive statistics and correlation analyses to
identify relationships between tool features and learner satisfaction. Qualitative responses were coded

inductively, following Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-phase thematic analysis: familiarisation, initial coding,
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theme development, reviewing themes, defining themes, and reporting. Reliability was ensured through

double-coding by two researchers, achieving Cohen’s k = 0.82.
RESULTS

Quantitative Findings

e Tool Usefulness: Peer review features (M = 4.6, SD = 0.5) and customizable prompts (M = 4.4, SD =
0.7) received the highest usefulness ratings. Grammar and translation aids were rated moderately (M

~3.8,SD = 1.0).

o Engagement Correlates: Learner engagement positively correlated with platform interactivity (r =

0.62, p <.01) and social feedback (r = 0.58, p <.0l).
Qualitative Themes

1. Language Fluidity as Creative Catalyst: Learners reported that switching between languages during

drafting sparked novel metaphors and narrative structures.

2. Scaffolded Autonomy: Prompts that adapt to learners’ proficiency provided the “just-right” challenge,

balancing guidance with creative freedom.

3. Peer Community Dynamics: Real-time collaborative editing created a sense of audience, motivating

risk-taking and iterative refinement.

4. Technical and Access Barriers: Some participants faced connectivity issues or lacked familiarity

with advanced platform features, hindering their creative flow.
CONCLUSION

This study underscores the potential of multilingual digital environments to enrich creative writing instruction
in profound and measurable ways. By integrating adaptive Al-driven prompts, customizable language settings,
and collaborative peer-review frameworks, educators can create dynamic learning ecosystems that meet
diverse learner needs. The evidence presented here shows that when digital platforms support
translanguaging—allowing writers to fluidly navigate between languages—Ilearners generate more original
metaphors, complex narrative structures, and culturally resonant themes. This synergy between linguistic
flexibility and technological affordance encourages creative risk-taking, boosts learner confidence, and fosters

a deeper sense of ownership over the writing process.

Practical recommendations include selecting platforms with robust version control and multimedia support,

designing scaffolded activities that progressively release responsibility to learners, and facilitating structured
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online writing workshops where peers both critique and celebrate one another’s work. Training sessions for
instructors should address not only tool functionality but also strategies for moderating multilingual

discussions, providing equitable feedback, and cultivating an inclusive classroom culture.

Importantly, the social dimension of writing—peer interaction, group ideation, and communal reflection—
emerged as a critical driver of engagement. Programs should therefore incorporate synchronous and
asynchronous collaboration opportunities, such as breakout-room co-authoring sessions and forum-based
storytelling challenges. These approaches transform solitary writing tasks into communal creative endeavors,

enriching both the writer’s experience and the quality of the final text.

Looking ahead, future research might investigate the longitudinal impact of these interventions, examine
differential effects across age groups and proficiency levels, and explore the role of emerging technologies
such as AR/VR-enhanced writing studios. It will also be crucial to address equity issues by ensuring that
learners from under-resourced settings have reliable access to high-performance devices and stable internet

connections.

In acknowledging the study’s limitations—most notably its reliance on self-reported data and a
higher-education sample—the findings nevertheless provide a compelling blueprint for harnessing digital
innovation to support multilingual creative writing. By marrying pedagogical insight with intentional
technology design, educators and developers can co-create learning environments that not only nurture
linguistic artistry but also prepare writers for the collaborative, cross-cultural communication demands of the

twenty-first century.
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